
THE SOUTHSIDE CONNECTION
 

 

 

Making God's love visible as we welcome, care for, and serve all.

Michael’s Message

“When they had done this, they caught so many fish that their
nets were beginning to break.” Luke 5: 
Jesus had just finished telling the disciples to drop their nets
after they had had a night without catching any fish. Even
though they are discouraged (which is understandable),  Peter
agrees to drop the nets again. The payoff is huge!
It’s pretty well understood that this is a story about evangelism.
We have our own ideas  about what evangelism is and how one
should go about it. I’ll never forget a speaker at an annual
conference apologizing for using the word evangelical because of
its connotation with conservative baptist churches. Here’s the
bottom line- evangelism comes from the Greek word euangelion
which translates to gospel. Evangelism is sharing the gospel
message. To take that  another step, this is what every disciple
of Christ is called to do. 
We might be sitting in the boat, dropping the nets where it
seems right but not catching fish. We might be afraid to get in
the boat and not catching fish. I think this is where most of us
are in terms of our evangelism. But to listen for the voice of
Christ who guides us where to drop the nets, that is when
evangelism becomes fruitful. 
As a church we must ask ourselves, “Where should we be
dropping the nets? What is the right water for us to work? Can
we continue on, even if we are exhausted and weary?” Then hear
the guidance of the Spirit who shows us where we go from here.
May we as a church be faithful to God’s guidance and drop our
nets so as to win new souls for Christ! 
Many Blessings
Mike
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If we missed your Birthday or Anniversary, 
please let the church office know.  

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
 
 

3- Sheree Welshimer
13- Pieter Middelhoven
25- La Donna Readmond

28- Betty Twitchell
30- LoLo Raas Jr.

 

CELEBRATE



 

 

CHURCH  NEWS
FINANCIAL REPORT  August 2022

 
General Fund income was $11,930.43

expenses $9,501.87   net $2,428.56 

A full set of the most current financial reports

are posted on the bulletin board in the hallway.

Feel free to come in and take a look.

CHARGE CONFERENCE
This year's Charge Conference will be held ON-LINE.  

October 30, 2022 at 5:45pm.  
More information will be coming, after the Ad Council

Meeting on October 3, 2022.

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
The Ad Council will meet in person 

October 3, 2022 at 7:00pm.

CHOIR PRACTICE
Wednesdays at 7pm

In the church Sanctuary.



Dear Fellow United Methodists,

As neighbors to the Middleton UMC, we thought
we would let you know about an archaeological
display which we are hosting in mid-October. This
is from the Bade Museum at Pacific School of
Religion and contains 16 artifacts from the period
of 1000 to 500 BC. There will also be explanatory
signage.

We will have it there on the mornings of Sunday
the 16th and 23rd of October. However, since
most of you have other commitments at those
times, we will also have the church open for a
public display the evening of Tuesday, October
18th, from 6 to 8 pm. The following Tuesday,
October 25th, we will be taking the exhibit to the
Middleton City Library from 2 to 7 pm, with a
short video being played at 6.

Blessings,
Don Watt 
and the Members of the Middleton UMC



SouthOutsiders for October

Thursday, October 6 
Meet at the church at 9:00 AM

We're going to the Nature Conservancy's Silver Creek
Preserve near Picabo, ID. It's about a 2 1/2 hr drive,
but hiking, canoeing and fishing await. We will have a
canoe and inflatable kayak if you'd like to float the 3-
4 miles through the preserve, or bring your own.
There are also 4-5 miles of trails, so we can pick
which ones we'd like to do. And if you like to fish,
well, it's Silver Creek. And the Nature Conservancy
just completed a new Visitors Center, with an
awesome deck for lunch. Invite family and friends,
but no dogs allowed in the Preserve :(



Tyler Talks

"(Man) lives as if he is never going to die, and then dies having never really lived,”  -- Dalai Lama 
 Since a psychologist spoke to our church youth conference about aging when I was 14, I've been
fascinated about how humans approach life  .. .. . .and death. 

Someone with a terminal illness may believe they have their "date with destiny". In truth, many
"healthy" people may proceed them in death due to unforeseen circumstances.  Then there are
people, like my dad, who avoided physical activity because he didn't want to use up his predestined
number of heart beats. For a decade, my brother and his wife lived in a motor coach because he
believed being "on the move" would confuse the Grim Reaper. They're in Europe traveling right
now because my brother turned 75.  My brother worries about me - living on the same piece of dirt
for 45 years. I'm 73. I subscribe to Helen Keller's philosophy that "life is either an adventure or
nothing at all." For Sheree and I, spending time in nature, within a few hours' drive, is our health
formula.  Two weeks ago, I would have rated my risk at almost zero. Sheree and I were hiking about
20 miles from Stanley. We had only seen two people all day and that was from a distance.

As we headed towards the trailhead, we saw four horse riders. We saw one "cattle dog" wandering
near the trail. To follow proper trail etiquette, we took our two dogs about 15 feet off the trail on the
non-predatory side to keep the horses calm.  I never did see a second wandering dog in the bushes. I
did feel the impact as I found myself slamming into the dirt, my neck "cracking" and then the
"lights" going out.

I had no idea which side of the "dirt" I was on when I heard a male voice ask Sheree if I was OK.
Sheree's rather terse reply, "NO!" The clue: I was still motionless.
Inexplicably, the riders and dogs went on their way, leaving Sheree to figure out our situation. I
eventually sat up and decided that that day, I wouldn't be "called home". 
I read a book on aging and death. The author said when faced with time marching on, people try two
philosophies: church-going people want to believe that God has a lot more for them to do on earth;
many others put off things they want to do "until later" to assure themselves that they'll be alive to
do them. I believe God has more for me to do, and I've made plans for later, but the reality, in
September: I was still face down in the dirt. 
Bonnie Ware, a pallative care nurse turned author, said her experience with people in hospice is
their regrets fell into five categories: wishing they hadn't worked so hard; wishing that they had
stayed in touch with more friends; wishing that they had expressed their feelings more; wishing they
had allowed themselves to be happier; wishing they had lived life more for themselves than others.

I'm taking note which is why we'll be packing into a yurt in several weeks.



The nation of Ukraine.
Will Bennett- Cancer treatment going well, he
appreciates all the prayers. 
Rick Gutierrez- sister, Karena has
cardiomyopathy- waiting for heart
transplant. 
Larry Huter- Sister Sheila, starting radiation.
Kristin Sample- Lorene is having digestive
issues.
Sara Allen- 106 year old Mother, passed away.
Judy Nagel- friends Camille  & Luke’s
daughter Sophia- brain cancer.   Sophia’s
Uncle Justin- bladder cancer.                                     
Jim Dzur- Doug Dzur- Parkinson's symptoms
getting worse.
Gregor’s- friend, Chip Gibson- stage 4 cancer.
Linda Skogsberg- Son’s mother in law passed
away suddenly.
Gregor’s- friend, Rick Strickland- kidney
failure.



Learning Peace: 
Peace Camp in a Box assembly, 

Friday, Oct 7th, 
10:00 am 

We will be assembling almost 300 boxes for 2nd
and 3rd grade classes at New Horizons and
Endeavor Elementary Schools. All materials are
provided. You will be putting materials for each
craft in a ziplock bag and putting four bags in a
box. Food, drinks and snacks will also be
provided. 

 

School supplies to New Horizons! Faith in Action delivered over
$1000 in school supplies to teachers at New Horizons School next
door to our church. These are supplies teachers otherwise
couldn't afford from their budgets, or would have paid for out of
their pockets. This delivery was made possible by your donations
to Kids Collecting Coins every 4th Sunday. And with this delivery,
our Outreach Fund is empty. Please consider continuing to donate
to this very local ministry. Thank you all for your generosity.

Your Faith in Action team

FAITH IN ACTION



The 4th Sunday of each month
is set aside for 

"Koins For Kids" 
These donations are used by

the Faith In Action Team 
to provide school supplies 
and other needed items for

local area children.

Kids Collecting Coins
The 2nd Sunday of each month is
dedicated to "Service Moment"
time during our Sunday morning
service.   Individuals will have 3 to
5 minutes to talk about service
work they are doing or work being
done with their financial support
outside of our church.  

 

Service Moment

Little Red Wagon
Nonperishable food

donations 
can be put in the Little

Red Wagon located in the
Narthex. 

Your Faith in Action team
will deliver them to the

Salvation Army.

Habitat For
Humanity

You CAN donate 
your Aluminum CANS 

for recycling.
They are taken to

Western Recycling, which
gives 3 times the refund
amount to Habitat for

Humanity.

FAITH IN ACTION


