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Making God's love visible as we welcome, care for, and serve all.

Michael’s Message
“Taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the one who takes refuge in
him.” Psalm 34:8

Isn’t it strange that our sense of taste could be a way in which we experience
God’s goodness? Eyes and ears are easy for me to associate with God’s
goodness. But taste? Not so much. The same with the sense of touch. I can’t
think of many ways we can touch God, not literally anyway. Then there’s the
sense of smell. We don’t make much use of smell in our protestant worship. 

King David in Psalm 34 seems to find an experience where taste is involved. He
doesn’t go into what the taste is (maybe he’s speaking figuratively) but my
mind wanders as to what he is talking about. Fruit, baked goodies, onion rings,
BBQ? The thing about a lot of foods is that they taste good, and they have a
good smell. We can taste with our nose, right? Like when we walk into a
bakery or a restaurant. 

Let’s say that this taste is going to found when we go to the Sanctuary, the
house of worship. Is the worship experience tasty? Can we taste the goodness
of God in it? Next time you come into the sanctuary, practice experiencing
worship with all of your senses. Maybe close your eyes so that you can
heighten other senses. What is it that you can taste? The bread, the wine?
Taste and see that the Lord is good! 

Many Blessings
Mike



 

Thursday 
Message

10am 
on 

Facebook

 

SOUTHSIDE BLVD UMC                                           Church Office Hours

5420 Southside Blvd                                                     Mon, Tues., Thurs 9am-12pm         

Nampa, Idaho 83686                                                    Office Phone: 208-467-1087

Pastor Mike Gregor, Cell Phone: 541.735.0286                                         

Website: https://southsideblvdchurch.org.     

Email: southsidebumc2014@gmail.com                                                       

Facebook:  Southside Boulevard United Methodist Church

Thursday 
Message

10am 
on 

Facebook

Worship 
10am 

in person & 
on Facebook

 
Koins for Kids

 
 

UWF
1:00pm

 
 

Choir Practice 
7:00pm

Worship 
10am 

in person & 
on Facebook

 
 

Worship 
10am 

in person & 
on Facebook

 
 

Communion

 
Choir Practice 

7:00pm

 
Choir Practice 

7:00pm

Pastor 
Visitations

Office Closed

Thursday 
Message

10am 
on 

Facebook

Worship 
10am 

in person & 
on Facebook

 
 

Pastor 
Visitations

Office Closed

Ad Council 
Meeting
 7:00pm

 

Thursday 
Message

10am 
on 

Facebook
 

Choir Practice 
7:00pm

Thursday 
Message

10am 
on 

Facebook

https://southsideblvdchurch.org/


CHOIR PRACTICE
Wednesdays at 7pm

In the church Sanctuary.

 

 

SOUTHSIDE  NEWS

FINANCIAL REPORT  JANUARY  2023
 

General Fund income was $7,493.42 
Expenses $14,09203    Net $-6,598.61 

A full set of the most current financial reports

are posted on the bulletin board in the hallway.

Feel free to come in and take a look.

United Women In Faith
March 8, 2023

1:00 pm
Program: Sharon Guiterrez 

New Members/Membership transfers
 

Pastor Mike would like to hold a service on
Easter Sunday to recognize membership

transfers and bring any new members into the
Southside Family.  If you are interested in
becoming a member or transferring, your

membership contact Pastor Mike.



A WORD FROM YOUR AD BOARD CHAIR
Council Talk
As we transition from the way we have always done the church’s business (all the
different committees, like Trustees, Staff Parish, Finance) to a Simple Governance Board
(SGB), many may ask: why?  As, especially smaller United Methodist Churches like ours,
are having a hard time finding enough people to fill the positions on these committees,
many have turned to this new style of governance.  But that alone is not the reason to
change, the important reason is that this SGB focusses on putting our Mission Statement
(“Making God’s Love visible as we welcome, care for, and serve all”) in action.  If you
would like to know the ins and outs of this style of leadership, you can read the book
‘Simple Governance – Liberating Your Church for Mission’ by Stephan Ross, pastor and
former DS in the Oregon Idaho Conference. Some of the following is quoted from this
book.  Our 2023 Administrative Council is made up by: 
Pastor – Mike Gregor
Ad Board Chair – Hans Bruijn
Secretary – Sharon Gutierrez
Lay Leader/Representative to Annual Conference – Connie Hill Bruijn
Facilities (formerly known as Trustees) – Tom Stone, Kevin Sanderson
Finance – Larry Huter, Beth Corbin, Deanna Maxell
Personnel (formerly known as SPRC) – Michael Ciscell, Barbara Young, Marilyn Wudarki

There are two open positions, if you feel called to be part of this year’s leadership: one on
Facilities and one At Large.  Rather than meeting monthly this group will meet quarterly
and each of those meetings have a specific theme. Our first meeting, set for March 20,
will orientate us to the mission, vision, values and process of the Church Council. We will
concentrate on understanding and making commitment to those before mentioned goals
and responsibilities of each person on the board and how we can work together for the
benefit of our mission. This meeting may also include the review of the
boundaries/policies to make sure they are up to date and relevant to the mission.  The
entire council functions together as Trustees, Finance and SPRC. The people specifically
elected in those areas of focus provide expertise, focus and information in their area of
specialty, but do not make decisions apart from the council as a whole. The idea is that
the Church Council sets the basic boundaries (allocation of resources, ethical standards
and adequate processes) within which the entire congregation lives out its vision,
without having to go through endless committee meetings.  At least that’s what the idea
behind all of this is. Will it work and what if it doesn’t? Remember there is
no law that states that we cannot go back. As is with anything else in life, we can pray
that we will make a difference for our neighbor, who or wherever that may be.  
“Be the reason people believe in the goodness of others”

Hans



Linda Skogsberg- Friend Amy- stage 4 cancer.
Rick Hayhurst- Sister-in-law Anna, Alzheimer's.  
Kristin Sample- Chemo treatments- Non-Hodgkin's Lymphoma
Gary Benoit, Continued health concerns, Janet- Gary's caregiver
Mary Dennis- Mom Lois is in hospice care.
Phil Bence- Daughter Angela, cancer has returned.
Rick Gutierrez- sister, Karena- waiting for heart transplant. 
Barbara McAlister- Niece, Cath- no breast cancer, will have
lumps removed at a later date.
Will Bennett- Cancer treatment. 
Linda Skogsberg- neighbors Carol (Knee surgery) & Don (back
surgery). 
Lois Landers- Friends mother, Lois is hospitalized with multiple
health issues. 
Sandy Vail Cudmore- Continued prayers for health.
Ray Corbin- Death of Friend Pat Green, prayers for family.
Phil Bence- Daughter Angela, cancer has returned.
Rick Gutierrez- sister, Karena- waiting for heart transplant.  
Barbara McAlister- Niece, Michelle- on hospice.
Gregor’s- neighbor, Jason, passed on Feb. 21st.
All those who have tested positive for Covid.
Lois Gangwer- Stage 1 lymphoma, started chemo. 



2- Gaymon Bennett
2- Gloria Nagel
9- Peggie Huff

13- Pearline Paul
18- Daniel Middlehoven

21-Edith Pease
23- Mariah Gutierrez

25- Hans Bruijn
25- Gil Gillette

25- Kristin Sample
28- Barb Hayhurst
30- Lois Landers

 
 

7- Mike & Nan Gregor
12- Tom & Beth Silverstrand

If we missed your Birthday or Anniversary, 
please let the church office know.  

MARCH  BIRTHDAYS

MARCH  ANNIVERSARIES



Tyler Talks

For no apparent reason, I awoke at 4 a.m. recently. Normally, I can roll over and
return to slumber. This morning was different. My mind started adding up all
the things on my "to do" list that "should be" done before spring. To make sure
I'd feel overwhelmed, my mind started adding in all the things that could be
legitimate concerns but that I have no control over.  I knew the night was going
to grow longer when I decided it would be "good therapy" to clean out shelves
in the closet!  I found myself wondering if those who believe in
"predestination" have it better. That wouldn't work for me since I believe God
gives us knowledge and options and it's up to us to chart our way. I also believe
some things just happen and for those items, we need to ask for support
without a dash of guilt.  

By 5 a.m., I finally did what I should have done at the beginning: see what God
suggested for the "troubled mind.  In Proverbs 12:25, it is written that, "Anxiety
in a man's heart weighs him down, but a good word makes him glad."  The
human part of that verse is underscored by A Pawlowski, a reporter who wrote
that, "About 85 percent of the things people worry about never happen." 
 Another reporter wrote that we should "start worrying better."  I gave that
philosophy a try in the past few weeks. I didn't have much choice. I again got up
in the middle of the night, but this time was different. I started bouncing
against the walls in the hall before resigning myself to limiting my "mobility"
to crawling on "all fours" until I made it to the couch in the living room.  Yes, I
needed support! Sheree offered to take me to the emergency room because, in
watching my "fetal crawl", she said it looked like I was having a stroke! When
sick, I'll admit that I can look a bit "pathetic", and I can get a bit" testy". I told
her I was too big for her to carry and my legs were not interested in working.  I
chose to write the experience off as "flu related" until Sheree had us take the
COVID home test. I limit my going into buildings to one trip a week to the
market. I always wear a mask. I've avoided COVID for three years.  Within a few
hours, Sheree said I had tested positive for COVID, and so did she. We do the
daycare" for our granddaughter. She tested positive too. Or son and his wife
would test positive several days later.  As I mentioned, I believe in "free will"
That can be good or bad. Unfortunately, it means that 87 percent of Americans
have chosen to forego COVID booster shots. Fortunately, all the Welshimers
have been boosted, which lessened our symptoms and meant that I only
crawled for two days!



Thomas Blackshear II painted "Universal Lord-I Hold the Key" as
well as "Peace Pipe." He is an African-American artist, many of
whose paintings adorn Evangelical churches. After graduating in
1977 from the American Academy of Art in Chicago, Thomas
Blackshear worked for a year for the Hallmark Card Company in
Kansas City, Missouri. While there, he met the famous illustrator
Mark English and became his apprentice for several months. By
1980, he was working as head illustrator for Godbold/Richter Studio.
He became a freelance illustrator in 1982 and has been self-
employed ever since. Known for his dramatic lighting and
sensitivity to mood, Blackshear has produced illustrations for
advertising, books, calendars, collectors’ plates, greeting cards,
magazines, postage stamps, and national posters. His clients range
from Disney Pictures, George Lucas Studios, and Universal Studios
to International Wildlife and National Geographic magazines. In
2006, Blackshear had a one-man show through the Vatican in Rome.
There, he unveiled his painting of Pope John Paul II for the twenty-
fifth anniversary of the Pope John Paul II Foundation. And in 2020
Thomas was named to the Society of Illustrators Hall of Fame.

"PEACE PIPE" by Thomas Blackshear II 

Southside's New Sign 
on the corner of 

Lewis Lane & Southside Blvd. 
has been installed.  

Thanks to Michael Ciscell for taking
the lead in helping Southside

improve our image.



GUTIERREZ FAMILY FARM
OPEN FAMILY FARM DAY

Sunday March 5th 12-3pm
 Open Family Farm Day…

Our Farm is open to all friends, family, and new visitors.
Today is to share the magic of lambing, kidding., and
calving season. No fees, an open invitation to all.
Lambing Season is always an exciting time of year. You
never know what will be around the corner or surprise
you in the middle of the night. In Idaho we know that
each day can present a challenge from high winds,
hailstorms or sunny blue sky days. We invite you to come
and see the lambs, goats, and cattle. Feel free to walk
around the farm, take pictures, ask questions and if the
weather is in our favor feel free to bring a picnic basket
and enjoy our lawn and porches.
The ewes with lambs will be in the barn while ones that
are waiting can be seen in the pasture, if you’re lucky
you might even see one being born. This is a free event
and we welcome everyone. Rain or Shine, it will be a
great experience as the activities on the farm do not stop
for weather challenges.

Check in at the Farm Store/Office to sign into our guest
book and get a map. Or sign in down below. Bathrooms
are available and let us know if you have any special
needs.
Dress warm and please no dogs .
Thank you, GFF



The 4th Sunday of each month
is set aside for 

"Koins For Kids" 
These donations are used by

the Faith In Action Team 
to provide school supplies 
and other needed items for

local area children.

Kids Collecting Coins
The 2nd Sunday of each month is
dedicated to "Service Moment"
time during our Sunday morning
service.   Individuals will have 3 to
5 minutes to talk about service
work they are doing or work being
done with their financial support
outside of our church.  

 
 

Service Moment

Little Red Wagon
Nonperishable food

donations 
can be put in the Little

Red Wagon located in the
Narthex. 

Your Faith in Action team
will deliver them to the

Salvation Army.

Habitat For
Humanity

You CAN donate 
your Aluminum CANS 

for recycling.
They are taken to Western

Recycling, which gives 3
times the refund amount
to Habitat for Humanity.

FAITH IN ACTION


